
On Tuesday, Fellows hosted three 
unique case studies on health promo-
tion and health communication from 
diverse audiences and stakeholders. 

One case study session focused on the 
concept of community connectedness. 
A key theme that emerged was the 
important task of fostering a sense 
of belonging among members of a 
community. The group discussed how 
sections of society could be experiencing 
disease due to inequalities, poverty 
and lack of opportunity. Such societal 
disease might manifest itself through 
exclusion and desperation. A key 
challenge was how to create a sense of 
hope and belonging through a long-
term vision and effective partnerships. 
The group discussed a number of 
positive examples of initiatives at the 
community level while recognizing the 
challenges of a widespread approach.

Another case study featured examples 
from both Wales and India. In the case 
of Wales, Fellows studied the impact of 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 
on individual and community health 
and wellbeing, considering the impact 
of the “First 1000 Days of Life” within 
that context. These first 1000 days were 
discussed to be an important time frame 
in attempting to break a cycle of harm.

For India the group was given a 
government perspective on the severe 
problem concerning infant and 
maternal mortality in the country. 
The Fellows discussed some concrete 
policies implemented in India, including 
a direct cash transfer for institutional 
delivery to incentivize mothers to opt 
for the generally safer environment of 
institutional rather than home delivery.

The third case study focused on 
housing and the links between housing 

developments and structures and 
health. One of the cases presented 
related to poverty and housing issues 
in Portland, OR. One Fellow remarked: 
“We don’t just not have housing for the 
homeless, we don’t have housing for 
anyone.” Questions were raised on how 
to make housing part of health policy, 
not just housing policy and to what 
extent it should be part of health care.

Another example in the housing case 
study focused on how to build better 
homes that can improve health and not 
create “time bombs” that can lead to 
unintended consequences due to poor 
housing development planning. One 
Fellow concluded: “There is a choice 
of people living in slums or planning 
better housing solutions. If we don’t 
lobby, we’ll only value real estate 
from a profit point not from a health 
perspective.”
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Al Mulley introduces Fellows from the last Health and Health Care Innovation program

As part of Hooked on Health Care: 
Designing Strategies for Better Health, a 
session was held bringing back former 
Fellows from the session The Promise 
of Data: Will this Bring a Revolution in 
Health Care? to talk about Information 
Health Initiatives and using data to 
advance global health.

The Fellows were beamed in via Skype 
to talk to the current Fellows about the 
projects they have continued to nurture 
after their experience at Salzburg 
Global Seminar in March 2015.

Their presentation laid out several 
ideas for the group that included 
convening those with useful and 
effectively employed data driven 
knowledge with those who actually 
want to listen and learn, as well as 
connecting entities to advance data 
driven ideas and put them into practice.

You can read more about the session 
in the report: www.salzburgglobal.org/
go/548/report 

The power of data
Patrick Wilson
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Session materials 
now available online
You will find all the session’s daily 
newsletters, interviews, and photos on 
the session page: www.SalzburgGlobal.
org/go/558

We will also post all other available 
material to the session page. Feel free to 
continue to circulate your own materials 
via the Listserv. Astrid will also share the 
address list of all the session’s Fellows 
via the Listserv.

You can find photos on both our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
SalzburgGlobal for tagging and sharing 
and on our Flickr stream www.flickr.
com/SalzburgGlobal for download. If 
you require non-watermarked images for 
your own publication, please let Louise 
know. If you wish to republish them, 
please credit: Salzburg Global Seminar/
Ela Grieshaber


